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Statthalter and subsequently Landschreiber or chancel-
lor of the canton. In a delightful little book, Meine
friihesten Erlebnisse (1914)5 he has described his earliest
experiences—a hundred and fifty pages, written by
a man of seventy about himself before the age of five—
surely a micum in the literature of reminiscence.
He was sent to school in Basel, where he came under
the influence of the literary historian Wilhelm Wacker-
nagel, and, later, of Jakob Burckhardt, the famous
historian of the Italian Renaissance, who was one of
the decisive forces in his early life. For a time he
travelled daily to school from his home in Liestal,
and on one of these journeys he fell in with a youth
some three years his senior, Joseph Viktor Widmann,
who was to make a respected name for himself in
Swiss literature, and who became Spitteier's life-long
friend. As a child, he had been entirely without
precocious literary instincts; he tells humorously
how he made his first attempt to compose poetry,
sitting under a cherry-tree with a pencil and a blank
sheet of paper before him; but the inspiration
refused to come. His first talent—and it seems to
have been considerable—was rather for drawing;
and a little later came a love of music. It is significant
for Spitteler's work that the artist in him was moulded,
not by literary example, but by pictures and by the
sonatas of Beethoven. He dated his spiritual awaken-
ing, indeed, from a visit to a musical aunt in the
summer of 1861, "In those days", he says, "I
learned to feel before art humility, reverence and
renunciation. In those days I was once and for all
made proof against amateurish blundering, the
follies of genius and the lure of fashion ! " Thus
gradually, through painting and music, he found his
way to poetry; and in October 1862, to the surprise
Carl Spittekr. Zur 'Einfuhling m sein Schaffen, Jena, 1912, and by Robert
^ Faesi, Carl Spittehr, Eine Darstdlung seiner dichterischen Personlichkeit* Zurich,
1915 ; in French, Carl Sptiteler et les sources de son gtnie tpique., by O. Kluth,
Geneva, 1918. See also two articles in the R<?w«? des deux Mondes, January
and February, 1918 (pp. 421 ff. and 645 ff.) by G. Bianquis.

